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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN WATER SAFETY STRATEGY 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.11 pm]: For the last triennial 
period to June 2012, the Liberal–National government has provided $150 000 per year to the Royal Life Saving 
Society of Australia to address significant issues surrounding water safety. This funding, in addition to the 
significant resources contributed by Royal Life, has enabled the implementation of the WA water safety 
strategy—a comprehensive initiative addressing water safety and education issues.  

For the benefit of members, drowning represents the fifth most common “external cause of death” in Australia 
behind suicide, motor vehicle accidents, accidental falls and homicide. Importantly, many drowning incidents are 
due to carelessness and ignorance and are definitely preventable. While the reasons for this investment may 
appear obvious, I would like to reinforce some of the key messages and outcomes. This investment by the state 
government has a direct impact on the social and economic costs of drowning and near drowning as well as 
adding significantly to the capacity of our community to safely enjoy the WA climate and lifestyle. The cost of 
drowning deaths has been quantified at $1.6 million per death. While this is an economic cost, I think we all 
appreciate where the loss is most keenly felt, which is why I am committed to continuing to support this 
initiative. In 1997, the five-year drowning average for WA was 44.8 deaths per year. The current five-year 
average is 29.6 per year. This reduction can be directly attributed to the water safety strategy conducted by Royal 
Life, and supported by the state government. 

Major achievements for the past year include community water safety education programs with over 90 000 
participants; information through almost 50 000 internet page views, five newsletters and culturally and 
linguistically diverse communities resources; remote communities service delivery through 400-plus 
participation programs; and industry and instructor training programs engaging 7 000 participants. With this in 
mind, I had no hesitation in recently signing off on funding of $495 000 for Royal Life to continue with the 
implementation of the water safety strategy for the next three years. Over that time we expect to see reduced 
drowning and near drowning in the WA community; targeted swimming and water safety fundamentals to at-risk 
groups, including support for ethnic and indigenous communities, and foundation water safety skills for children; 
support for regional areas through the development of two local delivery centres in Bunbury and Geraldton; an 
increase in awareness to the WA community about their personal safety in, on or near water, directed in 
particular towards young adults, parents and family groups, and older adults; increasing the lifesaving network in 
metropolitan and regional areas through the provision of instruction and accreditation in survival swimming 
skills, lifesaving, rescue, resuscitation and emergency care; and more research and development to continue to 
build a strong knowledge base. 

The value of this investment cannot be understated. I would like to compliment the work being done by Royal 
Life in partnership with the Department of Sport and Recreation to improve water safety outcomes. I 
acknowledge Alex McKenzie and Peter Leaversuch from Royal Life, who are in the Speaker’s gallery today. 
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